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Our Goal 

To catalyse action for biodiversity conservation 

by providing information and analyses on the world’s

species including threats, population status and trends
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The IUCN Red List
is the starting point for 

conservation action
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The Value of the IUCN Red List

• Reputation of The IUCN Red List

• Beyond subjective expert opinion / process

• Beyond a list of threat categories

• Beyond hand-picked assessments

• Used for

• Analysis

• Informing conservation actions

• Identifying sites for conservation action

• Engaging the private sector

• Informing policy and management

• Guiding species conservation funding

• Communication
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Threatened and at risk of extinction worldwide:

• 26% of the world’s mammals

• 41% of amphibians

• One in seven birds

• A third of reef building corals

• 34% of conifers

• 30% of sharks and rays

We know enough to show that species are in 

trouble

Analysis: status of biodiversity
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• Land-use change and other habitat transformation 
• Over-exploitation (hunting, fishing, collecting:   

legal and illegal)
• Introduction of invasive alien species 
• Pollution

Analysis: Pressures

• Rapidly increasing 
impacts of climate 
change 

• Disease
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Communicating the state of biodiversity…
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The IUCN Red List Index (RLI)

• Extinction risk trends over time for groups of species  (RLI of spp. 

survival).

• Based on proportion of species 

in each RL category and 

proportion moving between 

categories owing to genuine 

status changes

(changes resulting from revised 

taxonomy, improved knowledge 

or modified criteria are excluded)
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Targeted conservation works:

• 37 recent improvements in status in mammals

• 5% of threatened mammals have increasing populations

• 16 birds prevented from going extinct in the last 15 years due to 

conservation efforts

• Without conservation, status of birds and mammals would be almost 20% 

worse

Equus przewalskii Yellow-eared ParrotBlack-footed Ferret

Informing Conservation Actions
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Fighting for frogs
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Rodrigues et al. 2004; Bioscience 54: 1092 (and Rodrigues et al. 2004; Nature 428: 640)

Butchart et al. 2015 Conservation Letters DOI: 10.1111/conl.12158

Identifying Sites for Conservation 

Action

2004 Gap Analysis: protected area network coverage of threatened species.
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Key Biodiversity Areas

Harmonizing existing approaches:

• Important Bird Areas

• Important Plant Areas

• Important Freshwater Areas

• Prime Butterflies Areas

• Alliance for Zero Extinction, 

etc.

Set of criteria to identify sites that 

contribute significantly to the global 

persistence of biodiversity
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Engaging with the Private Sector
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Safeguard Policies and Certification 

Schemes

Performance Standard 6:

Biodiversity Conservation 

and Sustainable 

Management of Living 

Natural Resources



Integrated Biodiversity Assessment Tool 

(IBAT)

• Available via subscription to corporates and consultancies to 

inform business decision-making. For example:

• Identify areas recognised as critical habitat and categorise 

projects accurately according to their environmental risk.

• Maintain a site catalogue to quickly compile portfolio level 

information on environmental indicators to feed into 

sustainability reporting frameworks.

• Access on-line maps and toolkits tailored to business needs

https://www.ibatforbusiness.org/

https://www.ibatforbusiness.org/
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Businesses can use the information in The IUCN Red List for 

guiding business decisions and for conservation at their sites
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Engaging the private sector…
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Informing Policy & Management



The Parties to 

CBD agreed a 

new Strategic 

Plan with 20 

‘Aitchi’ targets 

for 2020
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RLI adopted as one of two biodiversity 

indicators for the Millennium Development 

Goals (MDGs)

Informing policy and management…
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Embedding the RLI in 

National Reporting
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Guiding Conservation Funding 

Allocations
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GEF STAR Allocations
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www.SOSpecies.org

Funding species conservation…

http://www.sospecies.org/
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http://www.mbzspeciesconservation.org

http://www.mbzspeciesconservation.org/
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• IUCN Red List logo and brand available

to use in zoos, aquariums, botanical

gardens, etc.

• Helps to build awareness

• Used on signage, pamphlets, websites

• More than 700 million people 

visit zoos and aquariums worldwide! 

Chester Zoo Munich Zoo

Communications
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The Media Helps Draw Attention to 

Species Conservation Issues
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