4 ¢ 1 .v’.' -
£l AR H %
T Ay R
£ it {
& ks f
PSS~
o L E
R W
"vi‘ ' g

ocoskE

EUROPEAN COOPERATION
IN SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

- TOPROTECT
BIODIVERSILY
OF EARITH

Eefoeyonling Souneil elede el I ES dlaiis

TThe Washington Convention (CITES)

Currently, aniincreasing dechineinigiobalibiodiversityisibeingobserved. Ihe mainreasoniis the loss

of habitats. Ilhe’secondimportantfactorofispeciesidecline s theirover-exploitation.

A'special agreementioninternationaltradein endangered species of;wild animals and plants, called
the Washington'GonventioniorGITES(GConvention'onlinternationalilradein Endangered Species of Wild
Fauna and /Flora) regulatesthisipractice’lihe text of:ithe Gonvention\was agreed upon 1973 at a meeting

inWashington; D:Giwithithelaim to protect certainianimal and/plant species against over-exploitation
through international’ tradelandimaintaining those'speciesthroughoutitheirrange at a/level consistent with
theirroleinithe ecosystem: Gurrently; 182icountriesiandithe EU are Partiesito the Gonvention worldwide.
The Convention'encompassesthree’Annexesincludingapproximately 30/000'species of plants.and 5800
species of.animals. Theirprotectioniissiightly differentaccording to'the’Annex:they areinand is connected
withitheirthreat status:
Annexi=includesoveri000speciesithreatened withiextinction: Iradein'themisonly permitted
Injexceptional cases.

e | Annex|I'-thereare about 35000 species thatare currentlynot endangered by the international trade,

but the trade must becontrolled; asiacquisition of'specimensifrom the wild maylead to their extinction.
Annex|lI= contains abouti220 protectedspeciesinatieast one country that has asked CITES Parties
for’helpinicontrolling trade.
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